Attorney's Docket No. 010315-092 
Application No. 09/651.130 

Page 2 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently amended) A liquid absorb i ng absorbent material comprising 
pr i mar i ly an open-cell polymeric foam material comprising either polysaccharide or 
polypeptide , tho foam mater i al i nc l ud i ng a cont i nuous thr ee -d i mens i ona l n e twork 
surround i ng a gas e ous phas e d i sp e rs e d th e r ei n, tho foam matoria l bo i ng suitab le for 
us e as an absorb e nt structur e i n absorb e nt artic le s, the foam material having an 
absorption rate at wetting of at least 0.4 ml/s for a round sample having a 50 mm 
diameter, a liquid distribution capacity at an inclination of 30° of at least 15 g/g and a 
liquid storage capacity of at least 9% measured through centrifuge retention 
capacity, for synthetic urine test liquid. 

2. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent foam material as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein the absorption rate at wetting is at least 0.5 ml/s, the liquid 
distribution capacity at an inclination of 30° is at least 16 g/g, and the liquid storage 
capacity measured through centrifuge retention capacity is at least 11%. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) A liquid[[,]] absorbent foam material as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the foam material contains fibers in its pore system. 

5. (Currently amended) An absorbent structure in an absorbent article, 
wherein the absorbent structure comprises a liquid absorbent op e n - c ell foam 
material according to claim 1 . 

6. (Previously presented) An absorbent structure as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein said absorbent structure is comprised solely of said foam material. 
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7. (Previously presented) An absorbent structure as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein the foam material has a three-dimensional anatomic shape. 

8. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent op e n - c e l l po l ym e r foam 
material as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the liquid absorbent material is used in an 
absorbent structure in an absorbent article and the absorbent article is a diaper, a 
pant diap e rs diaper a sanitary napk i ns napkin, an incontinence guard, a wound 
dressing, or a bed protection. 

9. (Previously presented) An absorbent structure in an absorbent article 
as claimed in claim 5, wherein the absorbent article is a diaper, a pant diaper, a 
sanitary napkin, an incontinence guard, a wound dressing, or a bed protection. 

10. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent foam material as claimed in 
claim [[3]] 20, wherein the gel liquid absorption is at least 5 g/g synthetic urine. 

11. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent foam material as claimed in 
claim [[3]] 20, wherein the capillary liquid absorption is at least 10 ml/g synthetic 
urine. 

12. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent foam material as claimed in 
claim [[3]] 20, wherein the gel liquid absorption is at least 5 g/g synthetic urine and 
the capillary liquid absorption is at least 10 ml/g synthetic urine. 

13. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent material comprising primar i ly 
an open-cell polymeric foam material comprising either polysaccharide or 
polypeptide , th e foam mat e r i a l i nc l uding a cont i nuous throo d i mens i ona l n e twork 
surround i ng a gas e ous phas e d i sp e rs e d th e r e in, th e foam mat e rial b e ing su i tab le for 
us e as an absorb e nt structur e i n an absorb e nt art i c le , the foam material having a first 
distribution of pore sizes between 0 and 3 pm and a second distribution of pore sizes 
between 3 and 100 pm, the foam material having r an absorption rate at wetting of at 
least 0.4 ml/s for a round sample having a 50 mm diameter, a liquid distribution 
capacity at an inclination of 30° of at least 15 g/g, and a liquid storage capacity of at 
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least 9% measured through centrifuge retention capacity, for synthetic urine test 
liquid. 

14. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent material comprising primar il y 
an open-cell polymeric foam material comprising either polysaccharide or 
polypeptide , th e foam mat e rial i nc l ud i ng a cont i nuous thr ee d i m e ns i ona l n e twork 
surround i ng a gasoous phase d i sp e rs e d th e r e in, th e foam mat e r i a l be i ng suitab l e for 
us e as an absorb e nt structuro i n an absorbent art i c l e, the foam material having pore 
sizes between 0 and 500 pm, the foam material having an absorption rate at wetting 
of at least 0.4 ml/s for a round sample having a 50 mm diameter, a liquid distribution 
capacity at an inclination of 30° of at least 15 g/g, and a liquid storage capacity of at 
least 9% measured through centrifuge retention capacity, for synthetic urine test 
liquid. 

15. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent material comprising pr i mar il y 
an open-cell polymeric foam material comprising either polysaccharide or 
polypeptide , th e foam materia l i nclud i ng a continuous throo d i m e nsional n e twork 
surround i ng a gas e ous phaso d i spersed thoro i n, tho foam mater i al b ei ng su i tab le for 
us e as an absorbent structuro in an absorbent art i cle, the foam material having a first 
distribution of pore sizes between 0 and 3 pm and a second distribution of pore sizes 
between 3 and 500 pm, the foam material having an absorption rate at wetting of at 
least 0.4 ml/s for a round sample having a 50 mm diameter, a liquid distribution 
capacity at an inclination of 30° of at least 15 g/g, and a liquid storage capacity of at 
least 9% measured through centrifuge retention capacity, for synthetic urine test 
liquid. 

16. -19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) A liquid absorbent foam material as claimed in 
claim 1 , having a first distribution of pores with a diameter less than 3 pm which 
produces a gel liquid absorption of at least 4 g/g synthetic urine, and 

a second distribution of pores with a diameter between 3 and 100 pm which 
produces a capillary liquid absorption of at least 8 ml/g. 



